UNIT 65 Had better do something

a)

b)-

“We also say {

It's time someone did something

Had better do something .
The meaning of had better (I'd better) is similar to should. ‘'d better do something’ = I
should do something or it is advnsable for me to do something; if I don’t do this, something
bad might happen:
- — I have to meet Tom in ten minutes. I’d better go now or I’ll be late.
‘Shall I take an umbrella?’  ‘Yes, you’d better. It might rain.”
— We’ve almost run out of petrol. We’d better stop at the next petrol station
to fill up.
The negative form is had better not (*d better not):
~— You don’t look very well. You’d better not go to work today.
‘Are you going out tonight?’ ‘I’d better not. I've got a lot of work to do.’
The form is always ‘had better’ (usually *d better in spoken English). We say had but the
meaning is present or future, not past:
— D’d better go to the bank this afternoon.
Remember that had better is followed by the infinitive without to:
~ It might rain. We’d better take an umbrella. (#0t ‘better to take’)

It’s time ...
You can say ‘it’s time (for someone). to do something’:

— It’s time to go home.

— It’s time for us to go home.
There is another structure: It’s time someone did something:

— It’s nearly mldnlght It’s time we went home.
We use the past (went) after It’s time someone ..., but the meanlng is present or future, not
past:

— Why are you still in bed? It’s time you got up. (not ‘time you get up’)
We use the structure It’s time someone did something especially when we are complaining or
criticising or when we think someone should have already done something:

— It’s time the children were in bed. It’s long after their bedtime.

— You’ve been wearing the same clothes for ages. Isn’t it time you bought

‘- some new ones?
— 1 think it's time the government did something about pollution.

‘It’s high time

res : someone did something’.
It’s about time

~ This makes the complalnt or criticism stronger el

— You’re very selfish. It’s high time you reallsed that you re not the most
important person in the world. :
— It’s about time Jack did some work for his examinations.



UNIT 65 Exercises

65.1

Read each situation and write a sentence with had better.
Examples: You’re going out for a walk with Tom. You think you should take an umbrella

because it might rain. What do you say to Tom? WWWM““‘W
Tom doesn’t look very well. You don’t think he should go to work today What ‘
do you say to Tom? buwbett&rnobgowwmkto ...................................................

1 Ann suddenly begins to feel ill. You think she should sit down. What do you say to
ML i el b et as s s s s e bR R s s Ras b R s as R R b e e eA bRt b et ean
2 You and Tom are going to the theatre. You’ve just missed the bus. You think you should
take a taxi. What do you say to TOM?  WE it sas s ssns s sss st sassasse e eens

'3 Ann wants to play the piano late at night. You know that she Il wake up the people next

door. What do you say to ADN? et bbb
4 You and Ann are going to a restaurant for a meal. You think you should reserve a table
because the restaurant might be crowded. What do you say to Ann?
§ Tom has just cut himself. You think he should put a plaster on the cut. What do you say
103 o1 XU OO OO0 o OO STOTSOO OO SISO ST RO AOUPIC APPSO
6 You are going to take your car on holiday. You think you should have it serviced before
you go. What do you say (t0 yourself)? ..ot s
7 You are by a river, It’s a very warm day and your friend suggests going for a swim.
You don’t thmk you should do this because the river looks very dirty. What do you say?

................................................................................................................................................................................

65.2

Now you have to write sentences with It’s time someone did somethmg

Examples: You think the children should be in bed. I’s already 11 o clock

Ibs time tie children were W bed.. (or Wentto bR ...l
“You thmk, mething should be done about the traffic problem in the city
centre. J3! ?bout)ﬁmesomdng ........ done. about, the trffic. problem w\twe ciby cen

1 You think you should have a holiday because you haven’t had one for a very long
time. It’s time |

2 You think Tom should write to his parents. He hasn’t written to them for ages.

TE'S TIITIE oovveveoesieeresisesseesiereese s bbb Rt b
3 This room should be redecorated It looks awful.
T TEIS bt e e san RS b
4 You're waiting for Annf. She is late. She should be here by now.

6 Youfeel very strongly that governments should stop spendmg money on arms and should
concentrate on ralsmg the standard of living,.
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