UNIT 54  vern + infinitive

_a)

b)
c)

d)

agree  offer decide appear  forget
refuse attempt ~ plan seem learn (how)
promise manage arrange pretend dare
threaten - fail hope  afford tend

If these verbs are followed by another verb, the structure is usually verb + to + infinitive:

~ As it was late, we decided to take a taxi home.

~ I like George but I think he tends to talk too much.

— How old were you when you learnt to drive? (or ‘learnt how to drive’)

— They agreed to lend me some money when I told them the position [ was in.
Note these examples with the negative not to .

~ We decided not to go out because of the weather.

~ He pretended not to see mie as he passed me in the street. ;
With other important verbs you cannot use the infinitive. For example think and suggest:

— Are you thinking of buying a car? (not ‘thinking to buy’)

~ Tom suggested going to the cinema. (not ‘suggested to go’)

There is a continuous infinitive (to be doing) and a perfect infinitive (to have done). We use
these especially after seem, appear and pretend:

—.I pretended to be reading. (=1 pretended that I was reading)

— You seem to have lost welght (— it seemis that you have lost weight)

After dare you can use the 1nf1n1t1ve with or w1thout to:

~ I wouldn’t dare to ask him.  or 1 wouldn’t dare ask h1m
But after daren’t you must use the infinitive without to:

— I daren’t tell him what happened (not daren t to tell’)

After the following verbs you can use a question word (what/where/how etc) +.to +
infinitive:

~ask  decide know  remember  forget explain  understand

We asked how to get to the station.
Have you decided ~ where to go - for your holidays?
Tom explained (to me) how tochange the wheel of the car.
I don’t know whether togo to the party or not.

Also: show/tell/ask someone what/how/where to do something ‘
—~ Can someone show me how to change the film. in this camera’
~ Ask Jack. He'll tell you what to do.

For verbs + infinitive see also Units $5~7.



UNIT 54 Exercises

54.1 In this exercise you have to complete each sentence with a suitable verb.
Example: Don’t forget ........ 52 p@sti........ the letter I gave you.
1 Tom refused ...c......iiiciiiionis ME ANY MONEY.
2 Jill has decided not ......ciueevivniitiicionns a car. -
3 The thief got into the house because I forgot ... the window.
4 There was a lot of traffic but we managed..........cccccccouen..e.. t0 the airport in time.
S Pvearranged ..coernnn. s tENNIS tOmorrow afternoon.
6 One day I’d like to learn ....ccoooocervrrvcrivnnnnn. an aeroplane. o
7 1shouted to him. He pretended not ... me but Pm sure he did.
8 Why hasn’t Sue arrived yet? She promised not ..., ate. '
9 Our neighbour threatened ........ccococvvvvevnnn. the police if we didn’t stop the noise.
10 Annoffered ....ccccooovmneics SRR after our children while we were out.
11 The teacher was very strict. Nobody dared ... during his lessons.
54.2 This time you have to make sentences with seem and appear.

Examples: Is he waiting for someone? He appears 10 .be walting forsomeone.

Has she lost weight? She seems fohave lost w
1 Is Tom worried about something?  He S€ems ...cocevereivcvieceineeieeneceionins eresrp et treniaessires
* . 2 Does Ann like Jack? She appears
3 Is that man looking for something? He appears ...
4 Has that car broken down? TESEOMIS ..ot criesensrenes
5 Have they gone out? - They appear ............. v essreasmai gt ssasssat oo ssr st anenares
54,3 Now you have to use the structure in section d. Complete each sentence using what orhow

with one of the following verbs:

do  say  pe’ use ride cook

" Example: Do you know .......... howtegek........ to John’s house?
1 Have you decided WAL ... for dinner this evening?
2 Can you ShOW ME vccemvconnneceneceirieenns the washing machine?
3 Do you Know fi.cnnnnniicessneeninn, if there’s a fire in. the building?
4 You’ll never forget ......oennncerincen. a bicycle once you have learned.
5 Iwas really astonished. I didn’t Know ......ccoocoooemvecciienircsiiines .

54.4

Now make your own sentences. Complete each sentence with to + infinitive.
Example: This evening I have arranged f«OQDth"Cz .................. e esasie st tsa et sensrr

1 Not many people can afford ..., et s eseseresesrees et
2 I'would like to learn ........ ererese ezt sir ety et e oA eSS0
3 0N dAY THOPE oottt ecistinstssnesesessiss st sstssaes e asssesss s ss s o ssssenes s sne s
4 Twouldn’tdare .o, reetrsss e s easassages b aas et et sgs et sannens )
S Sometimes I tend .........coomcnirrcricrcinenninnenns rerseeseseiagetes st st sasH AR A Rt et A vR AR






