UNIT 52  Question tags (are you? doesn't he? etc.)

a) You haven’t got a car, have you? It was a good film, wasn’tit?

Have you? and wasn’t it? are guestion tags (= mini-questions which we put on the end of a
sentence). In question tags we use the aux111ary verb (see Unit S1a). For the present and past
simple use do/does/did: o , o
~ They came by car, didn’t they?

b) Normally we use a positive question tag with a negative sentence:

negative sentence +  positive tag
Tom won’tbelate, will he?
They don’tlikeus, do they?
Thatisn’t George over there, isit?

And normally we use a negative question tag with a positive sentence:

positive sentence + - negativetag
Annwill be here soon, ~ won’t she?

Tom should pass his exam,  shouldn’t he?

They were very angry, weren’t they?

Notice the meaning of yes and no in answers to question tags: B
, . Yes. (= I am going)
— You’re not going to work today, are you? { No. E= Pm n%)t goging)
¢) The meaning of a question tag depends on how you say it. If the voice goes down, you aren’t
really asking a question; you are only asking the other person to agree with you:
"~ — ‘Tom doesn’t look very well today, dags he?”  ‘No, he looks awful.”"
— She’s very attractive. She’s got beautiful eyes, héﬁn’t she?
But if the voice goes up, it is a real question: Y
— “You haven’t seen Ann today, have yoa?’ ‘No, I'm afraid not.’
(= Have you seen Ann today?) :
We often use a negative sentence + positive tag to ask for things or 1nformat10n or to ask
someone to do somethmg The voice goes up at the end of the tag in sentences like these:
‘You haven’t got a cigarette , have X96>’ ‘Yes here you are.’ o
~ ‘You couldn’t do me a favour, could 296 ‘It depends what it is.”
~ “You don’t know where Ann is, do yg1?”  ‘Sorry, I'veé noidea.’

d) After Let’s ... the question tag is shall we?:
- Let’s go out for a walk, shall we? ‘
After the imperative (do/don’t do something) the tag is will you?:
— Open the door, will you? — Don’t be late, will you?
Notice that we say aren’tI? (= am [ not): e o
— Pm late, aren’t I?
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UNIT 52 Exercises

52.1 In this exercise you have to put a question tag on the end of each sentence.

Examples: Tom won’t be late, ... \Wikhe. ... ?  Theywerevery angry, Weren't they >
1 Ann’sonholiday, ... ? 10 Let’shavedinner, ..o ?
2 Youweren t iStening, ........icomicrrercecrense ? 11 Thisisn’tvery interesting, ?
3 Sue doesn’tlike ONIONS, ....covvirmmrversicorenreerenes 2 12 Pmtoofat, izt e ?
4 Jack’s applied for the job ............................. ? 13 You wouldn ttell anyone serereetin s seasseeens ?
5 You'vegotacamera; ... reneeesenesinirene A T B R ?
6 YOU CANLYPE, ..oererirmnneriemmecrseasersomesnssessinrssens 2151 shouldn thave gotangry, ..., ?

- 7 Hewon’tmind if 1 go early, ..o 216 DOn’tdrop ity ..ccccrmrreriecrnsevcrnssssnseesssssennss ?

~ 8 Tom couldhelp you, ....coovvnnccirenrccirnnnn. ? 17 Theyhadtogohome, ...ccrvccneceornncricnn. ?
9 Therearealotof people here, .................... ? 18 He’dnever seen you before, ... ?

52.2 This time you have to read a situation and then write a  sentence with a question tag. In each

example you are asking your listener to agree with you.
Example: You are with a friend outside a restaurant. You are looking at the prices. It’s very
expensive. What do you say? 'bsve‘(‘i ..................................... ET

1 You look out of the wmdow It’s a beautiful day. What do you say to your frlend>
78 i et cere e e e e e e SR AR SRR bk S e e R e
2 You've just come out of the cinema with your fnend You both really en]oyed the film.
You thought it was great. What do you say? The film .ccioiiiiesiniinsosnnn.

-3 Tom’s hairis much shorter. Clearly he has had his hair cut. What do you say to -him?

YOU et eessaie b s i i b et e bbb et
4 You are shopping. You are trying on a jacket. You look in the mirror: it doeqn 't look very
- nice. What do you say to your friend? It ... s risessesees
5 You are talking about Bill. You know that Bill works very hard. Everyone knows this.
What do you say about Bill?  Bill ..o siennsiesesssssisssssississsssssessssssisesnsioiins

52.3 In these situations you are asking people for information, asking people to do things etc.
‘ Make sentences like those in sectior c.

1 Jackis just going out. You want him to get some stamps. Ask him.

Jack, you ... fiiereeieineneresersanessesssensiosensasesbisseesshasensasoshis aitieasess iieaenasses nsss e ks hvuseseessess s s nee s asnsenssban s
2 You’re looking for Ann. Perhaps Tom knows where she is. Ask him. ; ~

TOM, YOU  ooviieessivnscssssss st s s s s s evernenens

3 Youneed a bicycle pump. Perhaps Tom has got one. Ask him.

TIOM, it cssdeniesens e bemtisesases s aersae e e emsess b st s et s bt et s ettt e
4 Ann hasa car and you don’t want to walk home. You want her to give you alift. Ask her.

Ann, ... e eass s nes e RGeSt a1 AR R R e e b s
5 You’re looking fo: your purse. Perhaps Tom has seen it. Ask him.





