UNIT 37 and wish sentences (present)

a) Study this example situation:

Tom wants to telephone Sue but he can’t do this because he doesn’t know her telephone
number. He says:

If I knew her number, I would telephone her.

Tom says ‘If  knew her number ...". This tells us that he doesn’t know her number. He is
imagining the situation. The real situation is that he doesn’t know her number.

When you imagine a situation like this, you use a past tense (‘I did / I was /I knew’ etc.) after
if. But the meaning is present, not past:
— Tom would travel if he had more money. (but he doesn’t have much money)
— If I didn’t want to go, I wouldn’t. (but I want to go)
— We wouldn’t have any money if we didn’t work. (but we work)

b) We also use the past for a present situation after wish. We use wish to say that we regret
something, that something is not as we would like it to be:

I wish I knew Sue’s telephone number. (I don’t know
it.)

Do you ever wish you could fly? (You can’t fly.)

I'wish it didn’t rain so much in England. (It rains a
lot.)

It’s crowded here. I wish there weren’t so many
people. (There are a lot of people.)

I wish I didn’t have to work. (I have to work.)

¢) In if sentences and after wish you can use were instead of was;
— If I were you, I wouldn’t buy that coat. (or ‘If I was you’)
~ I'd go out if it weren’t raining. (or ‘if it wasn’t raining’)
— I'wish my room were larger. (or ‘I wish my room was larger.’)

d) Do not use would in the if part of the sentence or after wish:
- If I were rich, I would buy a castle. (not ‘if I would be rich’)
— 1 wish [ were taller. (not ‘I wish I would be taller.’)
But sometimes I wish ... would ... is possible. See Unit 39.

Could sometimes means ‘would be able to’ and sometimes ‘was able to’:
— She could (= would be able to) get a job more easily if she could (= was able
to) type.

For if sentences and wish see also Units 36, 38 and 39.
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UNIT 37 Exercises

37.1 In this exercise you have to put the verb into the correct form.

Examples: If I ......... knew . (know) her number, I would telephone her.
I wouldn’bbug ..... (not/buy) that coat if I were you.
S OO (give) you a cigarette if I had one but I'm afraid I haven’t.
2 This soup would taste better if it .....ccoocrmmerreermerersrercrnnnne (have) more salt in it.
3 If yOU oo (not/go) to bed so late every night, you wouldn’t be so tired
all the time.
4 I wouldn’t mind living in England if the weather ..., (be) better.
5 I’d help you if I ..o (can) but I'm afraid I can’t.
6 I Iwereyou, I . (not/marry) him.
7 We would happily buy that house if it ... (not/be) so small.

37.2 This time you have to read a situation and write a sentence with if.
Example: We don’t visjt you very often because you live so far away.

But if Yok.dddn't Uve sofar away, we. would. visit yowmore often. ..

1 People don’t understand him because he doesn’t speak very clearly.

BUtif he coooveeeesenecissnnesins s PEOPLE ottt eessesesenanne
2 I’m not going to buy that book because it’s too expensive.

BUE if That DOOK  ...ooooie st tceecess e secsseesssisss s atsse s et esasn s esssseseenes
3 She doesn’t go out very often because she can’t walk without help.

BUE If oottt es e s e R e
4 He’s fat because he doesn’t take any exercise.

BUL ettt e R e bbb e
5 We can’t have lunch in the garden because it’s raining.

37.3 Now you have to write sentences with 1 wish ... .
Example: 1 don’t know many people (and I’'m lonely). | wigh | knew more people. ..

I can’t give up smoking (but I'd like to). Twish I .o
I haven’t any cigarettes (and I need one). Twish ..o
George isn’t here (and I need him). I wish GEOLEE ....ovovccrvcvrreeemircccccrrccrrinicsecccreccnieneins
It’s cold (and I hate cold weather). T wish ..ot
I live in London (and T hate London). T ... sssssssesssssssssesssesssssens
Tina can’t come to the party (she’s your best friend). T ..o
I have to work tomorrow (but I’d like to stay in bed). oo
I don’t know anything about cars (and my car has just broken down).
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