UNIT 25  used to (1 used to do)

a)

b)

- d)
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Study this example si‘tuation:‘

4 FEW, }/f/fﬂj 460 ~ Thisis Denms He gave up smoklng two years ago
He no longer smokes ;

But he used to smoke. He used to smoke 40 crgarettes
a day. :

He used to smoke means that he smoked regularly for
some time in the past, but he- doesn t smoke now:

past . S - now
[ ( 2 years ago

: ‘4‘ he used to smoke .l

We use used to with the infinitive (used to do / used to smoke etc.) to say that something
regularly happened in the past but no longer happens: L '
: ~ T used to play tennis a lot, but now I’'m too lazy.
— ‘Do you go to the cinema very often?’  ‘Not now, but 1used to.”
~ Tom used to travel a lot. These days he doesn’t go away very often
We also use used to for past situations (which no longer exist): o
— We used to live in a small village but now we live in London o
This building is now a furniture shop. It used to be a cinema.
~ Do you see that hill over there? There used to be a castle on that hlll
I've started drinking coffee recently. I never used to like it before.
~ Ann used to have long hair but she cut it some time ago. -

Used to + infinitive is always past There is no present You cannot say ‘L use to do For the
present, use the present simple (I do). Compare the present and past:-

past he used to smoke weusedtolive  thereusedtobe
present he smokes s welive . thereis -

The normal question form is did ... use to ..
- — Did you use to eat a lot of sweets when you were a child?
The negative form is didn’t use to ... (or ‘used not to’) ; :
— Jack didn’t use to go out very often unt1l he met ]1ll

Be careful not to confuse I used to do and T am used to domg (see Unrt 62). The"s’tructures
and meanings are different: '
'~ Tused to live alone. (= Ilived alone but I no longer llve alone.) -
~ Iam used to living alone. (= I live:alone and don’t find it strange or new
because I’'ve been l1v1ng alone for some time.)



UNIT 25 Exercises -

25.1

In this exercise you have to complete the sentence with used to .
Example Denms doesn’t smoke any more but he .. Msedto smoke .40 cigarettes a day.

The baby doesn’t cry so'much now but she.....occciiiiiiinnn. ... €VEry night.
She ...ccorrrrrsrcsmnerririsnennnesenn 111y best friend but we aren’t friends any longer.

We live in Nottingham now but we ............ rreeeriimseenenneeeninnen 101 Leeds.:

Now there’s only one shop in the village but there ...... R et three.
When I was a child T e ice-cream, but I don’t like it now.
Now Tom has got a car. He i a motor-cycle.
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This time you have to write some sentences about a man who changed bis life-style. Ron .
stopped domg some things and started domg other thmgs

studymg hard : o smoking
He stopped going to bed early He started { going out every evening.
: _running three miles every morning -~ . { spending a lot of money

Make sentences like these:

Examples: He. used. to study hard.

RS 32 2O AL L AR IR A Tt A AR AR (RO 1 PP -od PRI R A A S PR AN A r 8 1€ P 0y

253

Now you ‘bave to write some sentences about the present. Remember that there is no
‘present tense of used to.

.......................................................................................

"1 Tom used to play tennis a lot but now

.. .2 _Ann never used to drink coffee but now
3 Jill didn’t use to be fat but now .

4 Jack didn’t use to go out much but now
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Now you have to ask questions. Mr Ford is an old man now. You are asking someone what
he used to do when he was younger.

Example: 1 know he doesn’t smoke now but d@he%etoamoke ...... ?
1 T'know he doesn’t play the plano NOW UL ......oirtiimeenirsessseenssesnsresssenerenss ?
2 Tknow he isn’t VEry rich NOW DUL ..ocoovvcvceceecioeeeccseesseeees e ecovesssesasss s ssssssssssssessssesscsssnnes ?
3 1 know he doesn’t go out very often these days DUt ...t ?
4 Tknow he doesn’t dance these days DUt ...l ?
5 1know he hasn’t got many friends NOW DUE ......ocevverrvcceciireeiees s sssseass e anes 2
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