UNIT 23 Past perfect continuous (I hadbeendomg)

a) Study this example situation:

yeseraaty) mov ’1’”9’ B Yesterday morning [ got up and looked out of the

~ window. The sun was sh1n1ng but the ground was Very :
L wet. ~ ( ;

It had been raining,

It wasn’t raining when I looked out of the window;
the sun was shining. But it had been ramlng That s
- why the ground was wet. :

Had been raining is the past perfect contmuous tense: k
I/he/she (etc;) had (= T'd/he’d / she’d etc.) been doing e

Here are some more examples:
\ "~ When the boys came into the house, their clothes were dirty, their halr was
untidy and one had a black eye. They had been fighting. -
-~ IT'was very t1red when I arrived home. I’d been Workmg hard all day

b) You can use the past perfect continuous to say how long somethrng had been happenlng
before something else happened: :
— The football match had to be stopped They had been playmg for haif an
hour when there was a terrible storm. .
—~ Ken had been smoking for 30 years when he fmally gave it up.

c) The past perfect continuous (1 had been domg) is the past of-the present perfect contmuous
(I have been doing). Compare: : : S :

Present Past k ,
How long have you been waltmg> How long had you been waltlng
_(until now)  when the bus ﬁnally came?
_ He’s out of breath. He has been He was out of breath. He had E
running. 1 been runnmg B

d) Compare the past perfect continuous (I had been domg) and the past contrnuous (I ‘was
domg) . :
- When 1 looked out of the w1ndow it had been rammg (= fIt wasn ’t raining
when I looked out; it had stopped.) :
~ When I looked out of the window, it was rammg (= 'Raln was falling at the
time [ looLed out.) ‘

e) Some verbs (for example know) cannot be used in the continuous form See Unrt 3b for a list
, of these verbs. -

For the past perfect simple see Unrt 22
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UNIT 23  Exercises

23.1 In this exercise you have to read a situation and then write a sentence.

Example: The two boys came into the house. One had a black eye and the other had a cut
lip. (they / fight) Thwmdbw\ﬁghtmg ..................................................... e

1 Tom was watching television. He was feeling very tired. - .
(he / study / hard all day) He ......... SRR S L T OO SON ST T SO
2 ‘When I walked into the room;it-was empty. But there was. a smell of crgarettes
- (somebody / smoke / in the room) Somebody ...t '
3 When Mary came back from the beach, she looked very red from the sun.
(she /lie / in the sun too long) ... evesini s e e e Sk e e e s arbs s s b e e e arrene e eses
4 The two boys came into the house. They had a football and they were both very tired.
(they / play / £00tball) | oot b e
5 Ann wokeup in the m1ddle of the nlght She was frightened and she didn’t know where
she was. (she/dream) gt e e e e s R e R RR Rt

23.2 In this exercise you have to read a situation and then write a sentence.

anmp le: We began playing football. After half an hour there was a terrible storm.
 We Jad been pldying for half anou..... when there was.a.terrible stonm.

1 -The orchestra began playing at the concert. After about ten minutes a man in the
audience suddenly began shoutlng ‘ k
The orchestra eteiamees et soesssennionio. fOF aboUt ten minutes WHhen ...,
2 Thad arranged to meet Tom in a restaurant. I arr1ved and began waiting. After 20
minutes I realised that I had come to the wrong restaurant.

i i e et b s when T ... oo peaesss) e
3 Mr and Mrs Jenkins went to live in the south of France. Six months later Mr ]enkms
. died. They oo, SN TSR v When i, exiesessinsssersi s isbee et s ensreserpnes

23.3 Put the verb into the correct form, past perfect continuous (1 had been doing) or past
continyous (I was doing).
Examples: Tom was leaning against the wall, out of breath. He had-beenrunmng (run).
o 1 tried to catch Tom but I couldn t. He ...was nning......... (run) very fast.

1 Jim was on his hands and knees on the floor. He ........... e (look) for his
cigaregte lighter. ' ‘
2 W i e, e (walk) along the road for: about 20 minutes when a car
stopped and the driver offered us a lift.
3 When I arrived, everyone was sitting round ‘the table with their mouths full. They

 veveriscesiiesassisers s tsases (eat).

4. When I arrived, everyone was sitting round the table and talkmg Their mouths were
empty but thelr stomachs were full. They ... (eat).

5 When I arrived, Ann ........ prseitsnessispeigiiidsnennss ... (wait) for me. She was rather annoyed with
me because [ was late and she ... (wait) for a very long time.
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