UN'T 19 Present perfect with how Iong and past SImpIe
with when
o :;Smce and for

a) Use the past szmple (I dld) to ask or say when somethlng happened

—~ A: When did it start raining?

- B: It started raining at one o’clock / an hour ago.-

— A: When did Tom and Ann first meet? ~
‘B: They first met when they were at school / a long time ago."

 Use the present perfect (I have done / I have been domg) to ask or say how long somethlng,
has been happenlng (up to the present): S Dol
~— A: How long has it been raining?

~B: 1t’s been raining since one o’clock / for an bour ,

— A: How long have Tom and Ann known each other?
B: They’ve known each other since tbey were at scbool/ for a long time.

b) Smce and for
We use both since and for to say how long somethlng has been happenlng
‘ - — D've been waiting for you since 8 o’clock.
— T've been waiting for you for two hours.
We use since when we say the beginning of the period (8 o’clock).
We use for when we say the period of time (two hours)

. since ~ o,
LA" yfortwohours s SR !
: {period). 10 oclock
8 o'clock r S (now) "
(beginning of period) ' ' Sl Ul
, since - e : for
8 o’clock 1977 two hours - a week
Monday ~  Christmas | tenminutes  ~ five years
12May  lunchtime | threedays ~  alongtime
April ' wearrived | six months ages s

— She’s been working here since Aprll ( from Aprll until now) -
“She’s been working here for six months. (70t ‘since six months’) -
"= I haven’t seen Tom since Monday. (= from Monday until now)
‘Thaven’t seen Tom for three days. (not ‘since three days’) ' :
We do not use for in expressions with all (all day / all morning / all week / all my. life etc.):
' —~ DPve lived here all my hfe (not ‘for all my hfe ) ‘~

c) Note the structure How long is it since ...2: k
= A: How long is it since you had a holiday? - : i
B It’s two years since | had a holiday. (=1 haven t had 4 hohday for two
years. ) '
~ It’s ages since Tom v1srted us. (= He hasn’t visited us for ages.)



UNIT 19 Exercises

19.1

1

In this exercise you have to write questions with how long and when. *
Example It is ralnlng (how long /it / rain?) How long haait.beert raining? ...
(when /it / start / raining?) Whmdtdwsmrtmmmf ...........

"1 Ann is learning Italian.

~(how long / she /learn /Jtalian?) il SRR B
(when / she / begin / learnlng Itahan’) e SO SOOI SN S S

2 I'know Tom. , S = ‘ . |
(how long / you / know / Tom?) - ...t et st asi kg st B
 (when /you /first / meet / TOM?) - civvcrvrrnsiicvmiiioninnieciiiessiicsiin, ersdors o searas e nsis s enancrees S

3 Bob and Alice are married. . : , o o i
(how long / they / be / married?) = ...t oo et
(when / they / get / Married?) i ssssessssessen SO
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In this exercise you have to put in since or for.
Example: Tom and I have known each other ....SOY....... six months.

1 It’s been raining ..o I got up this morning.

2 Tom’s father has been a policeman ......ii...... 20 years.
3 Have you been learning English ................ a long time?
4 i Chrlsgmas, the weather has been quite mild.
5 Ann has been on holiday .......ccce... three days.

6 That’s a very old car. P've had it ............. ....ages.

193.T

Examples I know Tom. I flrst met him six months ago. | have .‘S.V.‘QY.‘!Y.‘..Y"V" forsix months.

-~ I’ been raining since 2 o’clock. It started TanmgG\ttWOOOka .......................
1 Tom sill. He became ill three days ago He has s
2 We have been married for five years. We got ... .
3 Jim-has a beard. He grew it ten years ago. He has
4 He has been in France for three weeks. He went /...
5 He has had his new car srnce February He bought AR et s r st bt esasnnr s

19.4
- sentences with It’s ... since .

In this exercise you have to imagine that two people are talking. You have to make -

~ Example: A: Do you often go on hohdayP (no / five years)

B: N.o.. ctsﬁveucarssmcelwentonhqudaa ........
1 ‘A: Do you often eat in restaurants’ (no /'six months) ;
B INO, 10 oieiiviiosisises it ssssssessiesssossessiesmssssssesss e sesssss s sssss bbb assessbose s esssdesensss st ssssss s ssstbsesssasesenses
2-A: Does it.often snow here? (no / years) - < ;
Bt IO, coioooroosiosioos i sisssesioss s sss et esesiete s s it e sss st Lot essieashenbestraaseribons e brese b anes s earanes
3 A: Do you often play cards’ (no/a long time) . : ER
B s s bR e RS SRS R AR e SRRSO SRR AR e o A SR R AR s e RS beeR R bR



