UNIT 1*6 Present perfectcontinuoUs (I have béén d'oing)

b)
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a) Study this example situation:

Isit ra1n1ng> p
No, it isn’t but the ground is wet.

It has been raining. i
This is the present perfect continuous tense:

I/We/they/you “have (= 've etc.)

. hef/she/it has (= he’setc.) } been domg

We use the present perfect continuous when we talk about an action (quite a long action)
which began in the past and has recently stopped or just stopped. Here are some examples
— You'’re out of breath. Have you been running?
~ That man over there is bright red. I think he’s been sunbathing.
— Why are your clothes so dirty? What have you been doing?
— D’ve been talking to Tom about your problem and he thinks ..

We also use the present perfect continuous to ask or say how long something has been
happemng This time the action or situation began m the past and is still happemng or has
just stopped. Study this example :

Itis raining now. It began to rain two hours ago and it'is
still raining, ; :

It has been raxmng for two hours,

B We often use the present perfect contmuous in th1s way,
‘ especially w1th how long, for and since.

Here are some more examples:
-~ How long have you been learmng English? -

— They’ve been waiting here for over an hour.

~ I’ve been watching television since 2 o’clock.

— George hasn’t been feeling very well recently.

— Have you been working hard today?
You can also use the present perfect continuous (with how long, for and slnce) for actions
repeated over a period of time: '

— She has been playmg tennis since she was elght

~ How long have you been smoking?
For more information about the present perfect + since/for, see Units 18-19.
For the difference between the present perfect simple and continuous, see Units 17-18.



UNIT 16 “Exercises

16.1

In this exercise you have to read the situation and then write a sentence w:th the present
perfect continuous (1 have been doing).
Example Tom is out of breath (he / run) Hehesbeenrunnmg .............................................

1 Annis-very t1red (she / work / hard) e i T P o
2 Bob has a black eye and Bill has a-cut lip. (Bob and BlH / flght) RTINS

3 George has just come back from the beach He is very red. (he /lie / in rhe sun)

................................................................................................................................................................................

16.2

This time you have to ask a questron for each situation.
Example: Your ftiend’s hands are covered in 01l {you/ work[ on the car>) 5
Have. you been workmg on. the,car ....... it oo ST S

1 Youf‘see a httle boy Hrs ey'es arered: and watery. (you lery?y

2 You have j just arrwed to meet "ur frlend who is waltmg for you (you / wait / long )

16.3

Now you have to say how long somethmg has been happenmg

'Example It is raining now. It began raining two hours ago..

lbhasbeenmmmg ............ ..ifor two hours,

1 Kevin is studymg He began studymg three hours ago.
He it it for three hours.. '

2 I'm learning Spamsh I'started learnmg Spanish in December
Lot SiNCE December,

3 Ann is lookmg for a job. She began looking six months ago.
B RN S N for six months.

4 Mary is workmg in London. She started working there on18 January

RIS LN O RO N since 18 January. -
5 George smokes. He started smoking five years ago.
Chiirerisieseeniss PR A for five years.

16.4

‘2 Mike plays chess.

In this exercise you have to ask questions with how long

Example: It is raining. Haw.m.g.mﬁ.w,.bemmmmg .......................... LR AT
1 My foot is hnrting. . e

3 Jim sells washing machines.
4 Tom is living in High Street.
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